Rel  igion  at  W ork 
In  tke  Cana!  Zone 

A 'VEonJerful  Exhibition 
of  Practical  Christianity 
By  Peter  MacQueen,  F.  R.  G.  So 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  “Congregationalist 
and  Christian  'World"  the  following  portion  of 
an  article  hy  Peter  MacQueen  entitled  “Religion 
at  work  in  the  Canal  Zone"  is  reprinted  : : : 


and  Activities 


The  claim  of  the  Young  Wien  s Christian  Association  as  to  adaptability  to  varied  conditions  and  needs  of  men  has 
met  a strong  test  during  the  past  years  in  the  Canal  Zone.  The  fact  that  in  the  Zone  practically  everything  is  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  United  States  Government  has  given  the  Association  a peculiar  relation  to  the  government.  The 
isthmian  Canal  Commission  originally  planned  to  construct  and  furnish  houses  for  local  clubs,  but  early  in  1906  upon 
the  recommendation  of  President  Roosevelt  and  Secretary  Taft,  the  International  Committee  of  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  v/ere  asked  to  furnish  supervision  for  extensive  club  work  and  operate  the  equipment  provided 
by  the  government. 

in  undertaking  this  work  tne  Association  tackled  a problem  that  was  the  source  of  much  concern  to  the  Com- 
mission, which  regarded  such  work  as  a vital  necessity  to  the  Canal  construction.  The  fact  that  the  Association 
has  been  the  main  channel  through  which  the  government  has  spent  money  to  promote  club  life  and  recreation  of  its 
employees,  has  made  it  necessary  for  the  Association  to  assume  certain  obligations  of  the  government  towards  the 
men  in  addition  to  its  usual  obligations.  This  condition  only  increased  the  opportunity  for  practical  usefulness. 

The  Americans  on  the  Zone  for  whom  the  Association  was  organized,  as  a class,  represent  a high  degree  of  intell- 
igence, and  are  appealed  to  by  a virile,  vigorous  type  of  work  that  will  help  them  to  maintain  the  moral  standard  of 
living  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed  in  the  States.  Such  a type  of  work  to  be  conducted  by  the  Association 
was  in  the  minds  of  the  Commission  v/hen  they  expressed  their  confidence  that  the  money  invested  in  Association 
equipment  and  service  would  not  only  be  profitable  to  them  in  a business  way,  but  would  also  be  a means  of  meet- 
mg  their  obligations  for  the  moral  standard  of  their  employees.  This  enterprise  for  the  welfare  of  the  government 
employees  is  recognized  as  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Canal  Commission  and  the  International  Committee  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

The  International  Committee  has  sent  trained  Secretaries  and  Physical  Directors  to  conduct  this  great  club  work, 
and  as  a result  of  their  supervision  and  with  the  loyal  co-operation  of  local  committees,  every  activity  common  to 
the  Young  Men  s Christian  Association  has  been  in  successful  operation. 


Religion  at  Work  in  tlie  Canal  Zone. 


By  Peter  M acQueen. 


“As  early  as  October  4th,  1905,  church  work  was  authorized  by  the  Isthmian  Canal 
Commission  as  one  of  the  means  of  stabilizing  the  working  force  and  promoting  social 
order*  * * All  tlie  buildings  are  on  land  set  a, side  by  tlie  government  and  twenty  are 
owned  by  it. 

The  negroes  are  nearly  all  either  Wesieyans  or  Episcopalians.  ’The  Spaniards  are 
ministered  to  by  the  Catholic  Church.*  * * What  about  the  ten  thousand  American  men 
and  women  who  really  make  up  the  dominating . life  of  the  Zone?  They  have  churches, 
fraternities  and  women  s clubs,  but  the  great  social  center  of  the  Americans  is  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  Club  Houses  or  the  Commission  Club  Houses  as  they  are  sometimes  called.  There 
are  seven  of  these  and  they  were  all  built  by  the  Government  by  order  of  President 
Roosevelt.  Each  Club  House  with  its  equipment  cost  $35,000.  These  seven  buildings  are 
specially  designed  and  constructed  for  the  tropics,  being  entirely  screened,  cool  and  airy,  and 
surrounded  by  wide  verandas.  They  are  provided  with  pool  and  billiard  rooms,  bowling 
alleys,  libraries  of  from  500  to  1,500  books,  small  room  for  checkers,  chess,  etc.,  reading- 
room  where  can  be  found  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  of  the  latest  and  best  newspapers  and 
magazines.  There  are  also  at  the  club  houses,  barber  shops  and  shoeshine  stands  where  the 
best  service  can  be  had  at  moderate  prices;  gymnasium,  locker-rooms  and  shower  haths; 
entertainment  halls,  refreshment  counters  where  ice  cream,  temperance  drinks  and  short- 
order  luncheons  can  be  had.  In  a spacious  lobby  is  the  secretary  s office,  phonograph  and 
candy  stand,  where  good  fellowship  always  abounds.  I visited  the  clubs  at  Gulebra,  Empire 
and  Gatun  and  even  in  the  day  time  when  most  of  the  men  were  at  their  work  I found  a 
busy  interested  crowd  of  members.*  * * The  monthly  attendance  at  the  buildings  averages 
75,000  men,  the  bowling  games  average  about  7,000,  the  attendance  at  gymnasium  1,900. 
About  125  members  enrolled  in  dramatic  clubs,  sixty  in  the  camera  clubs  and  200  men  are 
serving  on  committees.  New  employees  and’visitors  to  the  Canal  are  always  shown  every 
possible  attention  and  courtesy.  Indeed  I began  to  feel  quite  at  home  the  moment  I entered 

a Y.  M.  G.  A.  Club. 

The  International  Committee  of  Young  Men  s Christian  Associations  was  asked  by 
the  Government  to  send  out  men  to  take  charge  of  this  work,  Mr.  Roosevelt  felt  that  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  the  best  organization  to  carry  out  the  projects  of  the  Canal  Commission  s 
Clubs,  because  of  its  highly  trained  men  and  because  of  its  well-known  opposition  to  gamb- 
ling and  intoxicating  drink.  As  a result  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  sent  out  from  the  United 
States  some.,  of  its  best  trained  secretaries  and  physical  directors  to  conduct  this  great  Cluh 
work.  W ith  the  hearty  good  will  of  the  young  men  from  every  state  m the  union,  and 
with  the  loyal  co-operation  of  the  local  committees  every  activity  common  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
is  m successful  operation. 

The  religious  side  of  the  work  like  all  the  other  activities  is  exceedingly  practical. 
Services  and  prayer  meetings  are  held  at  such  times  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  organized 
religious  work  of  the  Churches.  In  the  report  for  1911-12,  Mr.  A.  B.  Dickson,  Chief 
Secretary  tells  me  he  was  able  to  report  214  meetings  for  song  service  and  Bible  study, 
with  an  average  attendance  at  each  meeting  of  fifty-two.  This  would  show  yearly  atten- 
dance at  religious  services  of  10,928. 

Not  only  m the  attendance  at  song  services  and  Bible  study  are  the  young  men 
helped  and  steadied  amid  new  and  untried  surroundings,  but  by  the  healthy  gymnasium  work 
and  innocent  amusements  to  be  found.  They  are  then  kept  away  from  the  gm  palaces  of 
Colon  and  Panama.*  * * 

Physically,  mentally,  morally  and  spiritually  the  young  Americans  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
clubs  are  really  helped.  These  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Club  Houses  have  for  six  years  been  the 
chief  centres  of  village  life  in  the  Zone.  Each  of  them  has  a secretary  who  is  a live  wire, 
always  versatile,  patient  and  courteous.  He  has  an  assistant  secretary  who  has  charge  of  the 
Physical  work,  and  two  night  office  men  who  look  after  the  desk  work  while  the  secretary 
and  his  assistant  are  attending  to  other  activities  which  pile  up  as  the  evening  comes  on.  A 
force  of  Jamaicans  in  the  capacity  of  janitors,  waiters,  messengers  and  general  workers  look 
after  the  needs  of  the  members.” 


■ — The  Congregationalist  and  Christian  "Wf arid 


CONTRIBUTIONS  toward  meeting  the  pro- 
portion of  expenses  of  Association  work  on 
the  Canal  Zone,  which  are  borne  by  the  Inter- 
national Committee,  are  solicited.  Checks  may  be 
drawn  favor  B.  H.  Fancher,  Treasurer. 


The  International  Committee  of 
Young  filen's  Christian  Sfissociations 
124  East  28th  Street 
We iv  York  City. 


